
 

 

 

 

Museum Management Working Group 
 

Meeting 12th October 2016 

   

Museum Society Chairman’s Report 

The Annual General Meeting of the Society was held on the 26th August.  Following the Annual 

Report from the Curator, the Treasurer proposed the adoption of the Annual Accounts.   These had 

been examined by Glynn Goodwin and show a healthy position.   My Chairman’s report recorded 

the opening of the Shirehill store and the partnership through the MMWG with Uttlesford District 

Council.   The work of the Development Committee together with the work of the Support and 

Administration Committees was acknowledged.  
 

In a verbal report, I took the opportunity to thank the Museum staff for all the extra work that they 

had supervised during the transfer from Newport to Shirehill..  I recorded the re-enactment of 

Waterloo, and two exhibitions ‘The Ocean World’ and ‘Magna Carta’.  In referring to the 

considerable support from the Volunteers, I highlighted the two years of sweat and toil in packing, 

moving and unpacking thousands of objects into the new store, and acknowledged the work of the 

Desk volunteers and those who helped with the summer holiday events for children.   The Board 

and its three sub-committees have ensured that the work of the Society for the benefit of its 

members and for its support of the Museum was acknowledged.  As referred to in my verbal report 

at the last meeting, a Private Preview was held for members and guests of the latest exhibition 

‘Magna Carta’ on 15th July 
 

During the AGM, the retirement of David Laing as a Director was noted by his appointment as an 

Honorary Vice-President in recognition of his fifteen years’ service.  David played a major part in 

the abortive Heritage Quest Centre project and with the re-registration of the Society as a limited 

liability company.   He was presented with a Certificate of Thanks which recorded his appointment 

as an Honorary Vice-President. 
 

The Development Committee asked the Curator and me to contact the Fry Art Gallery, Parish 

Church and the Castle Hill Tennis Club to discuss the future development of the Heritage sites in 

the centre of the town.  We have met with the Fry Art Gallery and meetings with the Church and 

Tennis Club are pending.   We also need to discuss with the UDC officers the role of the Castle in 

any future development.    
 

Members visited Paycocke’s House Grange Barns in Coggeshall and Cressing Temple Barns on 

26th August.  Volunteers were very busy on 10th September.   Led by Sue Hollingworth, the Society 

had a stand in the ‘Societies Showcase’ in the Town Hall at which an informal quiz was staged 

relating to various artefacts in the handling collections; we were grateful to Leah Mellors for her 

assistance with this.  There was also the ‘Battle of Assandun’ held in Ashdon; the Curator played a 

major role in the planning and organisation of this event, and members also supported this event. 
 

The Autumn series of talks, organised by Carol Law, began on 12th September with a talk by 

former Curator Len Pole; this will be followed by a talk on King Cnut on 10th October, and 

Coggeshall Lace on 14th November. 

 

Tony Watson 
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